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by making an example of those who are about you, you may the better amend those who are afar. Do not listen to his words: he ought to be guided by the counsel of your Holiness, not your Holiness by his. If you persist in listening to him, I know that you cannot have peace with your brethren. As for me, I call my conscience to witness that I wish to quarrel with no man, but avoid it with all my might. Least of all do I wish to break peace with you, whom I greatly love, if, indeed, you are still the man I once knew. For if you do not observe the canons, and wish to overturn the decrees of the Fathers, I know not who you are.
" I am not acting from any love of ostentation ; and if that young favourite of whom' I spoke had not such preeminent influence for evil with your Fraternity, I should have waived the rights which by the canons of the Church are mine, and sent back the priests to you without delay, knowing that your Holiness would receive them kindly. Even now I say, either readmit these persons to their former rank and leave them in peace, or, if you will not do this, then, without further discussion, observe in their case the decrees of the Fathers and the regulations of the canons. If you adopt neither of these courses, although we have no wish to enter on a contest with you, we shall certainly not shrink from an encounter if you begin it.
" As for the scourging you inflicted, I need not say much on this subject in my letter, because I have sent my beloved son, Sabinian the deacon, to the court of my Sovereigns on the business of the Church, and he will discuss the matter with you thoroughly. If you do not wish to quarrel with, us, you will find him ready to do whatever is reasonable. I recommend him to your Blessedness, trusting that he at all events may find in my Lord John the same person whom I knew when I was in the royal city."
The Pope's interference with the affairs of the Church of Constantinople gave great offence, and many even of Gregory's friends thought he ought not to have taken up the matter as he did. Narses the Patrician, for instance, wrote to assure him that John was desirous of observing the canons. But to such pleas and remonstrances Gregory replied with a vigorous assertion of the justice of his cause. He was determined, he said, to carry the matter through with the full force of his influence and